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Chris Davenport knows mountains. 
The two-time world champion free 
skier has conquered the slopes of 

seven continents and created an enduring 
buzz by skiing all 54 of Colorado’s 14,000 ft. 
peaks in one year. Featured in more than 35 
ski films, he’s also an ESPN ski commentator 
and guides uber-adventure treks to places 
like Antarctica. The man who could live  
anywhere has called Aspen home for the 
past 18 years. The reasons extend far beyond 
its world-class winter sports.

“I guess you could say fate brought me to 
Aspen. I came to the University of Colorado where 
I was a ski racer,” Davenport, a New Hampshire  
native, said. “I moved to Aspen upon graduation, 
got a job at Snowmass working in the race depart-
ment putting on races and events. I had plenty of 
free time to ski for myself and a good job that kept 
me on the mountain every day. I began competitive 
free skiing where you ski the most difficult terrain 
in front of judges and was fortunate to become a 
sponsored athlete. Now I take people all over the 
world so they can share my joy of skiing. Honestly, 
I could live anywhere, we have that kind of free-
dom, but I think I stay in Aspen because it is so 
much more than a skiers’ town.” 

Aspen, he said, is “like a city in a small package. 
It’s not just a skiers’ town or an artists’ town or an 
outdoorsmen’s town. There’s a thriving art and  
music scene and great schools. That said, these 
mountains are amazing. There is great skiing and 
climbing and hiking and mountaineering and all 
the outdoor sports that I live and breathe every day. 
My wife and I have three boys and it’s a great place 
to raise a family. The notion that Aspen is just for the 

Autumn Advice

rich and famous is not our town anymore. This is a 
town of progressive, forward thinking, adventure-
some people.”

An adventuresome spirit brought artist and  
gallery owner Tania Dibbs to Aspen when she too 
was fresh out of college. “I had degrees in biology 
and art from the University of Virginia. I was trying to 
get my head around becoming an artist as opposed 
to being a doctor or lawyer, as was expected of 

someone who grew up where I did, outside of 
Washington D.C. I just knew I had to be here.” In 
order to live where she liked, Dibbs worked as a ski 
instructor and lived for a time in a converted tool 
shed. “An art career can take a long time to build. I 
had my first show in 1993, five years after I got 
here,” she explained and credited the support of 
locals with much of her success. “People are so 
supportive,” she said. “It’s like they are really happy 
to see someone achieve her goals. It’s so nice to be 
in a town that’s really the best of both worlds. Here 
we have people with a great appreciation for art 
and culture who also love an active lifestyle. There 
couldn’t be a better combination.”

That active lifestyle keeps people on the moun-
tains throughout autumn. “It’s a great time for 
mountain biking or hiking,” Dibbs said. “From a  
visual perspective, autumn is almost surreal; the 
light is much as it is right before an eclipse. There’s 
a great deal of contrast. Because of the altitude and 
the angle of the sun the light is amazing, the sky is 
an amazing shade of blue. In fall it’s nice to go up to 
Independence Pass or hike up to Cathedral Lake. 
And, it’s fun in town, too. The restaurants also have 
great deals with their fixed price menus. It’s just a 
great time to be here.”

Chris Davenport agrees. He typically packs up 
the family and travels to South America in August 
for ski season beneath the equator but always tries 
to be home in autumn. “September and October 
are my two favorite months,” he said. “Of course I 
love July and the winter, but the fall is the best. 
You’ve got all the trees changing so it’s incredibly 
beautiful. The days are warm, the nights cool,  
and you can smell winter in the air. There’s that  
anticipation that ski season is coming. People are  
excited. Our small mountain town gets quite busy 
in summer and winter, but in fall it’s a nice, easy 
pace. You always see people you know and there’s 
parking everywhere.”

Dibbs added that September offers a full roster 
of special events. “In October, things slow down 
because there are fewer people, but it’s truly a four-
season resort area, now. There’s a lot going on.”

“Fall is great,” she said then paused and added,  
“but in any season it’s a wonderful place to be. 
Wherever I travel, I am always so happy to come 
back here. Aspen is more beautiful than wherever 
you’ve been. Everything is better here. Better restau-
rants, better scenery, better recreation, better people 
and for me better opportunities. I am sure I sell more 
art in Aspen than I would if I were in New York. Even 
in the recession we are still in business because 
there is simply no place better than Aspen.”  n

By Connie Naylor 

Aspen Insiders’

Tania Dibbs’ painting 
Sorcerer, 48” x 36” 
oil on canvas  
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JILL ST. JOHN 
AND ROBERT WAGNER

LONG-TIME ASPEN LOCALS

THANKS 
FOR FLYING LOCAL! 

VISIT US AT 
ASPENAIRPORT.COM 

LONG-TIME ASPEN LOCALS

CONVENIENT, AFFORDABLE 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 

RESPONSIBLE

NON-STOP FLIGHTS

YEAR-ROUND TO DENVER

why I fly Aspen
“The Aspen Airport is the 

easiest and the friendliest 

way to get in and out of 

town.  We just drive down 

the hill and we’re off to so 

many different places.” 

Where you'll love sitting in traffic. At the Meeker Traffic Jam, there are
browns and rainbows all waiting for the light to turn green. At the K-T
Ranch, a green light is a hopper-dropper that drifts drag-free right through
the intersection.  No one cusses when they're stuck in this traffic jam, but
they might if they break off a 24-inch brown. + Seven miles of the White
River. Three Spring Creeks. A walk from your room. For fishing, family 
outings, weddings, or meetings, think of the K-T. Our doors are open 
year round.

Meeker, CO  www.TheHighLonesomeRanch.com  970.283.9420  

A High Lonesome Ranch Property

The Meeker Traffic Jam

SEPTEMBER 3 – 5
JAZZ ASPEN SNOWMASS LABOR DAY FESTIVAL brings 
world-class musicians to its main stage and up-and-com-
ers to two added stages. Exotic food, drinks and crafts 
add to the good times.

SEPTEMBER 16 – 19
ANNUAL HOT AIR BALLOON FESTIVAL, held at neigh-
boring Snowmass, fills the sky with one of the nation’s 
highest-altitude balloon events. A nightglow, barbecue 
and free concert are part of the fun. 

SEPTEMBER 16 – 19
THE 7908 ASPEN SONGWRITERS FESTIVAL is among 
the most intimate events of its kind. Fans get an up-
close opportunity to hear legendary artists as well as 
talented newcomers in an event produced by songwrit-
ing hall-of-fame member John Oates and the Wheeler 
Opera House. 

ASPEN AUTUMN FUN

SEPTEMBER 18
THE SNOWMASS WINE FESTIVAL brings together 
extraordinary wines from around the world and the 
amazing offerings of Aspen’s top, local chefs. Added 
features include a silent auction benefiting local 
charities and live music. 

SEPTEMBER 26
THE WAPIYAPI CLASSIC brings seven-time Tour 
de France Champion Lance Armstrong to Aspen 
for a charity ride benefiting Wapiyapi, a non-profit 
organization providing hope and support to families 
affected by childhood cancer. 

SEPTEMBER 29 – OCTOBER 3
ASPEN FILMFEST is a feast of film amid Aspen’s 
vibrant fall colors. The event emphasizes inde-
pendent productions from around the world and 
presents the work of established artists as well as 
new filmmakers.

OCTOBER 7 – 12
JOHN DENVER WEEK celebrates the life and music 
of the late Rocky Mountain legend. Events range 
from free programs produced by the Sierra Club to 
tribute performances featuring members of Den-
ver’s original band.
 

HOMETOWN HITS:
For fine dining both our locals, independent of each 
other, recommended Cache Cache, 205 South Mill 
Street, a restaurant Davenport describes as “won-
derful, provincial French cuisine with lots of local 
ingredients.”

Richard Blanks, M.D.

P. James Nugent, M.D.

Russell Biggers, D.P.T.Christine Helsby, N.P.Laura Duncan, N.P.


