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by Connie Naylor

hico, California, a college town

177 miles northeast of San

Francisco, exacts a strange
hold on people. Wide skies and open
farmlands, foothills, creeks and 11-mile
Bidwell city park inspires an allegiance
that makes this small Sacramento Valley
city a bastion of grass-roots ecology.
Businesses pursue environmentally
sound efficiencies without prodding.
Individuals seek to reduce waste volun-
tarily. Companies are created to help
preserve the earth. The local university,
Chico State, strives to promote sustain-
ability at every level and offers a degree

in environmental economics.

Waif Mullens painting Foothills Sunset depicts upper Bidwell Park

A love of Chico’s landscape is a common bond.
Consider the case of entrepreneur Andy Keller. He
came to town to attend Chico State where he was
able to combine studies with plenty of recreation.
“The outdoors is a big focus in Chico. Camping,
hiking, that’s the big lure,” he said. After a stint
in LA, he managed to snag a job working for a
San Mateo software company that allowed him
to telecommute from home. He moved back to
Chico. Soon thereafter, a British company bought
his employer. He had the option of moving to San
Francisco or being unemployed.

“I didn’t want to leave Chico. So I took the risk
and said goodbye to the job. I was trying to decide
what to do next when one afternoon I finished
some yard work and took a load of clippings to the
local landfill. Tt was late in the day and what I saw
was just visually disgusting. Plastic bags every-
where. I made a pledge, on the spot, to stop using
disposable bags. Then I started thinking, ‘I won-
der if T could come up with a reusable bag that I
wouldn’t forget to take with me, something that
would help me kick my habit and give me a job.”

Keller bought a thrift store sewing machine
and went to work. Less than a year later, on
Earth Day 2005, ChicoBag was born. Today the

ANDY KELLER: THOMAS DEL BRASE

company distributes reusable shopping bags
to more than 3,000 American retailers. Keller
emphasized that his company practices their
pro-environmental philosophy in every
aspect of the business. “We have a zero
waste policy.” All factory scraps are stored
for use in products currently in the
design phase. “At the end of a bag’s life
we encourage our customers to send
them back to us. If it’s in reasonable
shape it’s donated to a food bank. If
truly worn out we give them to a
women’s shelter that shreds
them and weaves them
into doormats and rugs.
Also, we realized that much
of our waste had to do
with employees eating
lunch. So we give every-
one a Klean Kanteen and
a reusable takeout con-
tainer in exchange for a
pledge to support lunch
establishments that are
friendly towards our
re-use practices.”

Klean Kanteen is another green Chico business
with a long reach. The producer of stainless
beverage bottles is owned by Chico natives,
siblings Jeft Cresswell and Michelle Kalberer. Their
Kanteen, a toxin-free, non-leaching replacement
for plastic water bottles, was invented by another
Chicoan, Robert Seals.

Klean Kanteen and ChicoBag work together to
promote their products and sustainability.
“Chico is very much a small world. There’s a lot
going on that gives you opportunity to run into
people you know,” Keller explained. “Bidwell
Park is a crown jewel, a great place to go mountain
biking or hiking. You always see someone you
know. The business community is also very
friendly. We do a lot with Klean Kanteen.
Professionally, we do some trade shows together.
Regarding sustainability, we both try to encourage
restaurants to support our practices.”

Helping restaurants and institutions make
good use of leftover cooking oil served as impetus
for another Chico upstart business Springboard
Biodiesel. Like Keller, Chico State grad Galen
Bowen had an acute interest in a green, renewable
lifestyle. After graduation, he put his mechanical
engineering degree to use working for a solar
equipment company. After attending a workshop
on homemade biodiesel fuels, he enlisted his
brother Daniel, a Chico State physics graduate,
and together they created a personal-scale
biodiesel processor built to industrial quality
standards. Compact and multi-functional, it's
about the size of a refrigerator. In addition to
converting restaurant and food service waste into
fuel, the processors are also popular with farmers
who plant specific crops for immediate transfor-
mation into diesel fuel to run their equipment.

The units are currently sold throughout the
nation and around the world. “Our primary
market is still the United States, but we’ve sold in
every continent except Antarctica,” Bowen said.
“As far as I am aware, we have the only high-
quality product for consumers.” The brothers and
their cousin Aaron Arnold, who was also involved
in the product’s development, are still in their
20s. In 2008, they sold the company to Mark
Roberts, an investment banker. “That was a great
move for us,” Bowen said. “Now we can focus
on design and engineering. We have a lot of
R and D going on, developing equipment for
larger scale production as well as uncovering ways
to make fuels from lower quality oils. If you're

Andy Keller created the first ChicoBag on a
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..a secure fully insurable investment for your future and a
wonderful lifestyle. Come for a visit and see for yourself.
Chico, CA 530-342-4745 www.FriendlyFarmAlpacas.com
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Chico, California...
Home to world-renown Janet Turner Print Museum (3,000 fine nts
spanning six centuries & more than 40 countries), University Art Gallery, Museum
of Anthropology, Chico Museum and more!

To request a brochure, call the Chico Chamber of Commerce
at 800-852-8570 or visit www.chicochamber.com

Ad funded in part by the City of Chico
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BOWENS: SPRINGBOARD BIODIESEL. LLC

recycling the garbage oil
and making it into good
fuel, that’s really making
a difference.”

The new owner East
Coast native Mark Rob-
erts, his brother Matt,
their wives and children
all made the move to
Chico after the purchase.

“I love it here,” Matt Springboard Biodiesel's Galen Bowen, left and Daniel Bowen

Roberts, who serves as Springboard’s marketing VP,
said. “T moved here from New York. My brother came
from San Francisco. “It’s a quieter, higher quality of life.
I wouldn’t call it culture shock. It's more like culture
calm. It’s been a great move for all of us.”

Galen Bowen noted that the university’s presence
gives Chico a cultural dimension uncommon in most
places of its size. (The “metro” population hovers around
80,000.) “There’s a beautiful facility on campus, Laxson
Auditorium. Tt hosts all kinds of performers and musi-
cians, from John Cleese to Wynton Marsalis. And, of
course, there’s Bidwell.”

Bidwell Park, recog-
nized as one of the
nation’s largest city parks,
is revered by Chicoans
as a source of pride and
recreation. It encompasses
more than 11 miles of
greenspace,  including
creeks, lakes, swimming
holes, and a bounty of
trails. “There are lots of
towns in the North Sacramento Valley, but Chico is really
unique,” Bowen said. “I really didn’t want to leave. There
are a lot of sustainability-oriented companies here. Sierra
Nevada Brewery uses our bio-diesel processor, but it’s
just one piece of their sustainable infrastructure. They
pursue heat reclamation, use solar. It’s a very green
operation. And they have good food and beer, too.” The
brewing company is among Bowen’s favorite places to
take out-of-towners. In addition to the company’s
Taproom Restaurant and Big Room performance hall,
Bowen recommended the brewery tour for insight into
Sierra Nevada’s commitment to all things green.
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HOBBIES

Leave dotr Colpelition in the Dird!
m.%lrw.cnml 1.800.705.2215

A Main Hobbies wants to get you into the exciting world of remote
controlled hobbies! From helicopters small enough to fit in the palm

of your hand, to large scale monster trucks, we feature only the highest
quality remote controlled vehicles on the market today! We also carry

a large selection of quality aftermarket parts and accessories. If we
don't have it in stock, we know how to get it!

A Main Hobbies provides great prices, huge product selection, and
awesome customer senvice.
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The LARGEST circulated regional in-flight magazine in the
country with the LOWEST advertising rates reaches America’s
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Our numbers are impressive. Your advertisement
placed in front of:
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Geralyn Sheridan a Chico-based metalsmith
agreed that the brewery is a must for visitors.
“They’'re a very environmentally concerned
company. They recently built a solar cover over
their parking lot,” she said. The award-winning
solar effort is just part of the company’s plan to
achieve 100% sustainable energy production.

Those efforts are part of the reason Sheridan
said she loves living in Chico. “It’s such an
amazing green town. I've been here almost
20 years. I was a city girl,” she said. “T came for
love. My husband’s parents were here. It’s a
wonderful place to raise kids. Really laid back,
yet because of the college there is so much
culture and art all around town.”

Sheridan became part
of the local art scene
seven years ago when she
began making jewelry.
She too brings a strong
environmental awareness
to her day-to-day pursuits.

Sheridan wuses only recycled gold and
silver. “I found suppliers—American suppliers
for recycled metals. That’s also very important to
me. Some people also bring me their own pieces
and I'll recraft them. I love the idea of keeping
the old gold and creating something new
that still preserves the sentiment of the piece.
I want to be able to bring that extra value to
my customers.

“That’s one of the great things about Chico.
People seem to want to do the right thing for
each other. Being socially responsible is a big
part of life here,” she said. m
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Now more than ever, Odessa, Texas is the right place in Texas to live, work and play.
Following the discovery of oil in the Permian Basin in 1926, Odessa became the hub
for service, equipment and manufacturing. Since that time, Odessa has diversified
significantly, but it is still considered one of the major oil field technology and
manufacturing centers in the world.

<ne right place in ',r

Ddessa

Odessa’s quality of life offers a unique blend of small and large town benefits as a
vibrant, energetic city in West Texas where the sky, literally, is the only limit. While
you are here, enjoy our wonderful accommodations and our unique restaurants.
Odessa is a dynamic city that boasts fresh air, awe-inspiring sunsets and the
friendliest people you'll ever find.

Odessa Development Corporation
www.odessatex.com
877-363-3772

Odessa Convention & Vistor’s Bureau
www.odessacvb.com
800-780-HOST



